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o Children fram Hawkins Village BJWL program show their
~  friendship while taking a break from their activities.

A Jewel of a Program
The ACHA and The Piftsburgh Foundation
team up to make a difference for

kids and families

t face value, the Barbara Jewel
Wall-Lovelace Fund for Children’s
Program offers what many other
after-school programs do:
academic tutoring, arts and crafts,
nutrition, physical activity, friendship and fun.
But look a little deeper and it’s clear the
program offers something more ..,

Hope.

Begun in 1995 as The Children’s Fund, the

program is a public-private partmership
between ¢ily and county housing authorities
and The Pittsburgh Foundation, a downtown-
bastd-nonprofit endowment group. It
currently serves seven Allegheny County

- Housing Authority communities, providing
a safe and nurturing environment for 350
‘ehrldren ages 5-12.

“What’s good about this is it’s a parmership
between a private foundation and a public
agency, which is a unique situation,” said
Philip Manion, ACHA Director of Resident
Services. “Most private foundations don’t
work with public agencies because of

questions about how efficient they are in how
they do business. But it’s worked out really
well between us.”

Truth be told, the after-school program —
renamed in honor of its founder, a

former deputy director of Children, Youth and
Family Services who passed away in 2001 —
is really not an after-school program at all,
having evolved info a year-round project since
1999, Today, a staff of 50 is employed
throughout ACHA locations in McKees Rocks
Terrace, Burns Heights, Hawkins Village, Hays
Manor, Ohioview Acres, Prospect Terrace and
Sheldon Park.

According to Dr. Rose Smiley, BIWL Program
Director, the project’s
mission is enhanced by
the needs of the
communities it serves.

“It’s very rewarding to
know we have an
opportunity to help shape
the lives of children who
otherwise might not have
opportunities that are
essential to grow and be
successful,” she said. “All
kids have a need to feel
loved, valued and cared
for by adults. They also
need (o experience
opportunities that promote
self-esteem and value of
their culture.”

Smiley, whe providad
technical assistance for
the program in 1998
before assuming the
director’s duties in 1999,
said a key component to its growth (19
locations overall) and success has been its
ability to tailor its offerings for each
community.

“Residents have input in this program,” she
said. “We believe that good relationships are
formed [within] communities. Often, programs
are introduced without taking into account
what the community wants. They simply aren’t
considered. This project tries to form a
partnership to help the community design
something that they believe will be most
effective for their kids.”
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But the program doesn’t limit itself o
assisting children. It also offers a

chance for parents, usually single mothers,
to improve their lives as well.

“The program gives people a chance to
change careers,” said Manion. “Many
women who started out as trainees are now
counselors. It also addresses the

needs of the larger community to help get
mothers off welfare [Transitional
Assistance for Needy Families] who
otherwise would have no job skills; so
that’s important.”

Primary funding for the program comes from
a number of sources, including the Allegheny
County Children and Youth Services, The
Pittsburgh Foundation, the U.S. Department
of Bducation, and other grants. I addition,
the Heinz Foundation also contributes to a
reading skills project operated at 12 sites. A
computer skills pfbgl:ﬂﬁ] {s also offered,
courtesy of government surplus equipment.

For the iadividual communities, the benefits
are tangible. According to Ruth Johnson,
BIWL program coordinator at Sheldon Park,
there is no greater reward than seeing children
tap in;td"fhéﬁr academic talents and dream
about {tieduture.

“We're trying to prepare them for the out-
side world,” said Johnson. “When a teacher
writes on their report card how they’'re
improving and how hard they’re trying,
that impresses me.”

& ~
ACHA Department of Public Safety and
Allegheny County Emergency Services

Department train residents on 911
procedures.

Angorme and

One Step Closer
HOPE VI grant paves way for
Ohioview Acres redevelopment

aving recénved the gresn
light by the 11.S.
Department of Housing
and Urban Development,
conrtesy of a $20 million
HOPE V1 federal grant, the Allogheny
County Honsing Authority is moving
torward with its long-gwaited plans for
refurbishument of the Chioview Acres family
development in Stowe Township.

The 250-unit
::»nmmumt}*.
sitrated on 30
ACies
overtooking the
Oty River, has
a long history of
serving low-

“remporary
Tesidents since ils
construction in
1942, when 1
provided no-frifls shelter {or military. Factory
workers and their famibies during World
War 1L

Now, after 61 years, the ACHA 15 0m frack
o completely revitalize the site-as part of a
S60 million improvement project which will
atso address homeowership in-South Fayette
Terwnship and Forest Hills as wiell as social
and job iraming projects. The grant. approved
by HUD in March, is valid for four vears
ancl will provide one-third of the overall
cost, with roughly $33.5 million in tux
credits, $3 mallion in county fimds and 535
midlion in ACHA resources covening the
remaining budger.

The revitalization of Ohioview Acres is
expected tn be completed by June 2006, one
year earhier than the time allotted by HUD.

*The clock has started teking,” said Walter
MacFann, ACHA Director of Real Estae
Invesumnents. "We fully anticipate baing done
within three vears. The fuster it's done, the
less the cost,”

Currently, 130 Ohloview residents have
completed the process of relocation 1o other
ACHA sites, including Groveton Village,

Hays Manor and Unnsa Villuge, as well a5
other family and Section 8 residences in the
county. Relocation costs are coverad

iy the ACHA,

“Overzll, it's been o very smeoth progess,”
said MacFann, The residents have been viry
understanding and cooperutive, They ane very
pleased with the design of the new residence
and are focused on the sell-sufficiency and
job training opporiunities the grant will offer”

In addition to the constructon cost, $2 oullion
in prant money has been curmarked 1o provide
benefits ranging
fron five nursing
afsistant
scholarships with
the Commmily
College of
Allogheny County
10 job analysis omd
fife skalls training,
which tedches
participants abou
etiguette in the
wirk place and a
home. Also
mcluded 15 @ vouth program called “The First
Tee" which mtroduces children w the pame
of goif. The national progtam. offered locally
at Schenley Park Golf Conrse, exposes boys
and girls (o “dine core values of life” inherent
to the game: honesty, integrity, sporsmanship,
respect, confidence, responsihility,
perseverance, courtesy und judgement.

Residents who wish to returmn will have 1o be
engaged in a job trining program, employed
and in good standing, and pass 4 housekeeping
inspecnon.

In all, the new Ohioview Acres will provide
L8 Jorger nnd more contemporary units, plus
I 5 on-site single-family homes for sale:

Under the HOPE VI grant, other projects are
being addressed. incloding a 25-unil howe
ownership development in South Fayetie.

Elsewhere, MacFann said the ACHA s moving
ahead with the u¢qusition of 1] condominium
units for the eldarly ot Centurian Commons,

located in Forest Hills. Purchase of the units

(ini the 90-unit complex, huilt in the latz 1980=)
15 part of the ACHA's continued commitment
o proyide homes for the elderly in other arcas

Continued on Page 4




on how not to

BREAKING THE CYCLE become a victim,”

The ACHA's Public Safety Department addresses said Vogel.

domestic violence with award-winning program
According to

Kimberly Robinson,
ACHA Public Safety Investigator and Foruim
presenter, the key (o breaking the cycle of
abuse is to recognize the warning signs
which precede violent relationships. Victims
include women, children, the elderly and, - M
contrary to popular belief, even men. Kim Robinson teaching children at Hayes

Manor what to do in an emergency.

A monster is lurking in our society. It hides
behind closed doors and is satiated by power,
silence, stigma and fear. It preys on the
weak, the young, the elderly and does not
discriminate among sex, ethnicity or income,

0dds are, you or someone you know is quite
familiar with this monster. It goes by the
name of domestic violence and is an animal

“Common warning signs inclode choking

that Michael Vogel, Chief of Public Safety — Wwhich most victims don’t associate attached to domestic violence by victims,
for the Allegheny County Housing Authority, with abuse because it doesn’t result in black who often assume they are at fault for their
and his staff are striving to eliminate. cyes or broken bones — as well as own abuse.
intimidation, threats, stalking and
To this end, Vogel introduced the Family possessivenes§, partif:ularly among “Things havel in;proved, but on average, it
Forum, an award-winning program teenagers,” said Robhinson, still takes a victim seven jco eight .atterr}pts
before they leave an abusive relationship for

ted in 2000 which it . .
created in 2000 which, among its many good.” sad Robinson, who added that Forum
goats, meorp . attendees also gain information on Protection
demestic violence. The Forum also provides From Abuse (PFA} orders, which range in
insight and education on such severity from emergency to temporary to

topics as internet safety, children’s behavior permanent.

as well as 9-1-1 classes for kids.

One obstacle that continues to challenge
~ Forum coordinators is the lingering stigma

As part of the Forum program, the
ACHA has enlisted the services
of the Women’s Center and
Shelter of Greater
Pittsburgh, which offers
victims and their
families free housing
and day care, plus
legal and medical
advocacy. Group
discussions and
individualized
counseling are
also available.

But it is the issue of domestic
violence — be it physical,
sexual, emotional or
economic — that takes
precedence.

USING COERCION
and THREATS
» Threats are statements which
promise negative consequences far
%, certain behaviors or actions. For example,
., “Tl kill you if you ever lcave me.”
« Coercion is statements or actions
which imply, indirectly, negative
or positive consequences for
certain behaviors or actions.
For example. cleaning
the house and buying
her tlowers the day
after abuse.

INTIMIDATION
» Making her afraid by
using looks, actions. gestures,
intoxication, “silent ireatment”

» Smashing things « Desiroying
property » Harming pets «

Displaying weapons « Yelling

* Stalking her « Slamming

doors » Driving recklessly " peyng

: Acting “erazy”, o pMOTIONAL

invincible, or like “T ABUSE

havi nothing to " »Putting her down * Making

lose " her feel bad about hersclf »

f_.-' Calling her names » Making her think

she’s crazy * Playing mind games ¢
Humiliating her + Making her feel guilty

« Using things that matter to her against her

» Negatively comparing her to others

« Unreasonable demancls or expectations «

“The ACHA has
gone above and
bevond to place
additional police
protection within
our communi-

* Concealing or

denying information about
finances » Using family/her
assets without her knowledge or
permission = Preventing her from
getting, keeping or leaving a job = \
Damaging her credit rating « Making her ™,
ask for money « Destroying checkbooks,
credit cards, money or property * Giving
her an allowance

© e
ties,” said Vogel, USING MALE PRIVILEGE Hanegmoaning her » Perlectionism The Center offers
head of the . DeﬁSjl;l_g f,vhal }I;qu,s agq wctm:lien’s r:)les : USING ISOLATION a number of

. are » Defining what is and isn’t “important” ]
P ublic s afety » Controlling the decision making process Co NTRO L » Contrelling her access to resources such heneficial tipS for

* Making and enforcing self-serving rules .~ as bixth control, reproductive choices, medical
» Treating her as an inferior » Acting " \_ attention, money, education, employment
like the “master of the castle® » " USING *. opportunities, family/friends,
Beljeving or saying “it's my . OTHERS USING . transportation, phone use * Using
right as & man to behave = » Tlsing the [GprusCATION . jealousy to justify actions e
this way” » Acting like " children to relay |, Denying m,\\ Embarrassing her in front of
GOD " messages + Using minimizing thc\‘ others « Kidnapping her =

vigitation to harass her ¢ existence,' severity or vaincing her that seeing

people involved
in an abusive
relationship, such
as creating a
“personal safety
plan,” which includes
knowing the layout of
a home’s doors and
windows, as well as
keeping an emergency bag
filled with essential items for
adults (credit cards, cash,
driver’s license) and children
(medication, change of clothes,
toys). For victims with children, code words

department since
1998. “But there’s
really no
preventative police
measure you can
take on domestic
violence since this goes

on [in the home], so I
decided to try and do
something about it.”

~", Threatening to take the impact of abusive behavior her tamily or friends
" children away * Using custody |I « Blaming or otherwise 1% “harmtul to our
#7 of the children as leverage » Abusing { shifting responsibility for * relationship”

the children » Sexual abuse of the : T

children » Kiduapping the children » ﬁ;g;;glgh;i‘ggddﬁ;ﬁ ;‘)?ri‘;é“g \

Degrading her about her | pgmation, situations or behavior to S

relationships = Using her job, gain advantage » Pretending 1o be a

family, friends, religion, | s 1o gain sympathy, support or allies
etc. as leverage

While crime statistics in Pittshburgh
have declined — according to the
Pittsburgh Bureaus of Police, serious crimes
reported to law enforcement fell 0.2 percent
in 2002 vs. 2001 — domestic violence (Continued - Page 4)

continues to be a troublesome issue. ) ) . ) )
M MD cm me #Revised by Allernatives to Domestic Aggression (ADA) Catholic

Sacial Services of Washtenaw County, Ann Arbor, ML Originaliy

“What we're trymg to do is educate people M] created by Demestic Abuse Intervention Project, Duluth, MIN.




One Step Closer
(Ohioview Acres -
Continued from Page 2)

of Allegheny County. Approval of the
purchase is expected by the enhd of-the year.

For more information on the First Tee
program, log on'to waw.thefirsttee.org
or confact Bruce Stephen, Schenley Park
Golf Course Executive Divector, at
412-682-2403.

|
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r
-
|
Children and staff of the BJWL program

engaging in educational activities
at Hawkins Village.

BREAKING THE CYCLE
(Continued from Page 3)

are also impaortant, so the child can be warned
about possible violence.

“In three short years, the Family Forum’s
impact on domestic violence within ACHA
communities has been significant,” said Vogel.
“Incidents of domestic abuse have declined
by 67 percent since the program’s inception,”

For its efforts, the ACHA Family Forum
program has been recognized nationally with
a 2002 Award of Merit and Award of
Excellence by the Washington, D,C.-based
National Association of Housing and
Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO). The
Authority also garnered a 2001 Merit Award
from the Pennsylvania Association of Housing
Agencies.

For more information about domestic
violence, or to speak with a domestic
violence counselor, please call the Women’s
Center and Shelter of Greater Pittsburgh hot

.~ Hne at 412-687-8005.

During the Summer of 2003, ACHA

Yaunched o number of safoty programs which

enabled residents and their families w-enjoy
the senson. The programis, soordinated by
ACHA Satety Director Mike Vopel, weie
o5 follows;

*  TheB11 VAN - a progrim In conjinéton
with the Crime Prevention Association of
Wesiem Peansylvania and the Allegheny

County Emergency Services Directors ut

which children mre taught how o deal with
Al emerpenty.

+ TTELL MOMMY" - progeam designed
to feach children and their mothers how to

compmmmcate in regards to safety isspes and

incidents,

»  FAMILY FORLUM - for women mnd
children concerned about domestic violence.
promoting sifiety issues and actions fiir
children in preschont and to the fifth grade.
= ABICYCLE RODEO - wisits by
professional safety persannel to every ACHA
site tiy give expert iudvice an hike safety and
{6 inspeet the bicycles,

* INTERNET SAFETY - o ptograr in
conjunction with the Knowledge Conriection
of Allegheny County Library Association
and geared to parents, elementary azed
ehildren; those of middle schocl; and teens.
+ SAFETY TIPS FOR SENIOR
CITIZENS, including how 1o foil “home
avasions” and. i general. to live s

sood ife

Pictured above: Great fun was had at the ACHAs
2nd Annuial Home Ownership Golf Classic,

From The Executive’s Desk

Frank Aggazio

Executive Director, ACHA

The ACHA Makes

a Difference

opcern for ouy
community is whit drives
the Allegheny County
Housing Authonty staff
and 1ts board, In this 1ssue; we see the:
ACHA and the Pitshurgh Foundation team
up o provide tutoring thriough the Barbara
Jewel Wall-Lovelace Pund lor Children's
Program. The progiam services McKees
Rocks Terrace, Burns Heights, Hawkins
Village, Hays Manor, Ohioview Acres,
Prospect Terrace and Sheldon Park.

We are also making 4 difference through
our Family Forum. Michael Vogel, ACHA's
Chief of Public Safety, has raised the
awiareness conesrming the issoe of domestic
violenee and how to protect vour Farmily
fromn abuse.

This summer was  time of fun and
education, including a series of summer
safety programs to benefit our residents; Tt
also ineluded another successful ACHA
Home Owmnership Goll’ Classic at the

beautiful Highland Country Chub,

We will continge to strive to moke a

difference in our communities and create

an environment in which residents will be
glad 1o call ACHA their home,

This newsletter is published by the Allegheny County Housing Authority fo provide news and perspectives about its communily involvement,
Comments and questions may be senf 10! Allegheny County Housing Authority, 625 Stanwix Street, 12th Floor, Pittsburgh, PA 15222, Phone; 412-355-8940.



